
Buffalo Golf Club Mid-June Updates 
 

Here are the latest updates from the BGC Board of Directors: 

Dues 
• A few members told us they plan to return this year, but haven’t paid their dues yet.  Dues must 

be paid before the end of June!  Remember: No dues, no prizes, no attesting, and no GHIN. 

 

Course Conditions 
• The depth of the cups has been an issue all season.  We talk to the golf staff about it and some of 

the holes get fixed.  Then they seem to forget about it and set the cups too high the next time 

the holes are changed.  This has been an issue in past years, but it’s worse this year because the 

cups are inverted.  We just have to deal with it and keep reminding them.  We’ve asked about 

using Styrofoam noodle inserts in the cups instead of inverting them, but the request was 

rejected.  We also asked about pop-up flags, but were told there is no money for them because 

of the county’s financial situation.  Remember that the ball must come to rest in the hole if 

you’re playing a tournament, even if the cup is near the surface of the green! 

• We’ve complained about the condition of the bunkers and the response from the course 

supervisor has been that the course doesn’t have the manpower this year to maintain them.  

(They were assisted in previous years by inmate crews.)  The grounds crew has started grooming 

the bunkers, but it’s going to be a slow process.  The Tournament & Rules Committee discussed 

this issue and decided to keep the bunkers in play with the Club’s new local rule regarding 

bunkers.  The Board approved this decision.  The local rule about bunkers can be viewed on the 

BGC website in the Tournament Notices section. 

• Another local rule was added to address the areas of the course that aren’t being mowed.  They 

should be played as red penalty areas whether they have red stakes or not. 

• The drainage work on holes 5-7 is underway.  Hopefully it will be completed in the next couple 

weeks.  Work may be done on additional holes after the current work is completed. 

• Grover’s head groundskeeper will be retiring by the end of June.  Feel free to apply for the job if 

you think you can get the course in better shape!  Be aware that you’ll need a license to apply 

chemicals to lawns if you want the job. 

• NYSGA was at the course on June 23 reviewing the layout and taking measurements for the golf 

course rerating that is required every ten years.  We’ll let you know if this results in any changes 

to the slope and rating of the course. 

• The single-rider per cart policy is expected to continue for the foreseeable future. 

 

Clubhouse 
• The clubhouse is now open and MASKS ARE REQUIRED EVERYWHERE INSIDE THE CLUBHOUSE 

INCLUDING THE RESTROOMS. 

• Congregating in the clubhouse is not allowed.  Take care of your business as quickly as possible 

and then go outside. 

• The tournament registration book has been put out on a table. If any members are caught 

signing the book without wearing a mask, it will be put away and we will revert to using email to 

sign up for tournaments.  DON'T BE "THAT GUY" THAT RUINS IT FOR EVERYONE ELSE!  

Tournament registrations are still being accepted via e-mail for members that prefer to use that 

method. 
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• The handicap book will be returning to the clubhouse soon.  When it’s out, you can record your 

scores in the book if you can’t enter them into GHIN yourself.  If you record them in the book and 

enter them into GHIN yourself, put a checkmark next to your score so Chuck knows it’s been 

entered. 

• There is a hand sanitation dispenser in the BGC corner so members can clean their hands before 

and after using the books. 

• There is no word on a restaurant operator yet and it is unlikely that the restaurant will reopen 

this year.  As a small consolation, there are now pop machines at the course. 

 

Tee Times 
• The county is discouraging walk-ups so that they don’t have a lot of people hanging out at the 

course waiting for an opening.  The 14 minute tee time intervals and the removal of the reserved 

starter tee times make it more difficult to fit walk-ups into openings.  That being said, if a walk-up 

goes to the course and it’s not overly crowded, they may let the walk-up play. 

• Some of our members make tee time reservations and don’t show up.  Make sure you cancel 

your reservation or reduce the number of spots reserved if you’re not going to need them.  That 

will make it easier for the golf staff to know if they have room for people without tee times.  It is 

discouraging to be denied a tee time because the course is booked, only to see very few golfers 

at the course.  Please be courteous! 

• The tee time system has been reset to 7- and 8-minute intervals starting June 30, so weekend 

morning tee times should be easier to get.  Tee times will also start at 6:30 am instead of 7:00. 

 

Handicaps 
• Quite a few members haven’t been entering their scores into GHIN.  This is required by USGA for 

valid handicaps.  If you can’t enter your scores yourself, call Chuck Sentman and give them to him 

(or record them in the handicap book), so he can enter them for you.  If you don’t do that, expect 

Chuck to start hounding you! 

• BGC tournament rules require that all scores be recorded for handicaps.  If you score well 

enough to win a tournament, but don’t enter your score into GHIN (or have Chuck enter it for 

you), expect to be disqualified from the tournament. 

 

Tournaments 
• We’re now using “summer rules”.  No more lift, clean, and drop/replace unless your ball ends up 

in ground under repair or its own pitch mark. 

• We may cancel the senior division of the club championship this year if we don’t have enough 

participation.  (We only had two members attempt to qualify for the senior division in the Match 

Play Championship.)  If you want to participate in the senior division of the club championship, 

make sure to turn in your qualifier scorecards whether you had a good round or not.  If the 

senior division is cancelled, we’ll move your scorecards to your normal handicap class to see if 

you qualify there. 

• The 80% handicap allowances for the Harvest Cup have changed slightly per new USGA 

recommendations.  More on this later. 
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Social Events 
• The Club’s social events are still on hold since gathering sizes are currently limited to 25 people.  

We haven’t cancelled the BGC Invitational yet, but we can’t run it with the current restrictions. 

We’ll continue to monitor the Covid-19 restrictions and adjust as appropriate. 

 

Other 
• We are planning to print a limited number of program books and will distribute them to 

interested members. We’ll also put some in the BGC corner of the clubhouse.  Only one per 

member, please! 

• The Board decided not to join the BDGA this year.  Some of the BDGA events were cancelled due 

to Covid-19 (including the Erie County Amateur Championship at Grover) and the BDGA 

membership cost was too high.  The Club is still a member of USGA, NYSGA, and WNYPLGA (aka 

Publinks) this year.  Application forms for WNYPLGA tournaments will be available at the 

clubhouse. 

• The Covid-19 restrictions are a real inconvenience (and pain in the butt), but remember that they 

are there for everyone’s safety.  Please observe them! 

 


